
The Rocky Mountain states work 
together to tackle our region’s 
challenges and advance its goals.

Welcome to MidYear Meet-
ings and Washington D.C.

As we come together in this 
city which is “the heart-
beat of our nation”, we are 
reminded how much our 
organization and our mem-
bers significantly make a 
difference to private prop-
erty rights and homeowner-
ship.  Your contributions 
and passion for our industry 
are critical and appreciated 
by many.

A special “Thank You” to all who attended our Rocky Mountain 
Region XI conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico February 27 through 
March 1.  The meeting was a great success and your attendance cer-
tainly was crucial to its success.

We enjoyed dynamic speakers and programs, highlighted by par-
ticipation by our NAR Leadership . . . Steve Brown, 2013 President-
Elect; Leslie Rouda Smith, 2013 Vice President and Liaison to Com-
mittees; and Laurie Janik, NAR General Counsel.  We were pleased 
Mike McGrew, nominee for NAR 2014 Treasurer and Tom Solo-
mone, nominee for NAR 2014 Vice President plus representatives 
from My REALTOR® Party, realtor.com, and RPR also joined us.  
Keeping in touch with our NAR leadership keeps us well informed 
and affords the ability to serve our members well.  Our forum on 
Wildfires brought valuable information to our state and local as-
sociations. Let’s keep the information flowing so that we may protect 
our region.  Remember - Fire Protection: It Takes a Community.

Our six states were involved passionately in their respective Legisla-
tive Sessions.  You will be hearing more at our Caucus regarding our 
successes in protecting private property rights and homeownership.

The leadership in each of our states is committed not only to our 
associations and membership but to the consumers and property 
owners of our nation. Your leadership and involvement is critical to 
our success. Thank You!

It is an honor to serve as your Regional Vice President.  Karen Val-
entine Pond, our RVP-elect is already hard at work in planning for 
her year.

Our region is awesome!!!!



Origin of state name
Uncertain.  Perhaps 
from the O’odham

Indian word for “little 
spring”

ARIZONA
The Grand Canyon State
President:  Sue Flucke, Surprise

New Rental Advisories Protects Members and Their Clients
 In an effort to educate tenants and lease owners (landlords) about their rights and obliga-
tions in residential rental transactions, AAR developed two new consumer advisories, a 
Tenant Advisory and a Lease Owner’s Advisory.  Each advisory provides landlords and ten-
ants with a wealth of information relevant to residential rental transactions with citations 
to applicable portions of Arizona’s Residential Landlord & Tenant Act.  The use of these 
two advisories should result in more informed tenants and landlords by providing each 
with valuable resources and guidance.  AAR will routinely update these documents on its 
website as laws change and new issues arise.

Legislative Efforts to Address HOA Abuses
This Legislative Session the Association has primarily focused its efforts on passing a piece 
of legislation that would further protect private property rights for homeowners.  The legis-
lation establishes protections to guard against continued abuses by HOAs to over-regulate, 
interfere in contractual relationships, require sensitive personal information, and unjustly 
assess costly fees on a property owner.  This bill is currently moving through the legislative 
process and we anticipate its passage and signature by the Governor.  

Providing relevant education
AAR has been busy re-imaging the GRI program to ensure its sustainability in Arizona.  A 
Think Tank was held in 2012 producing innovative ideas that align with what our members 
told us they want and how they want it delivered.  Although in the final recommendation/
approval stage, we anticipate an exciting new program for 2014.  To ensure our brokers are 
skilled and knowledgeable, we will once again hold an annual Broker Seminar in the sum-
mer in addition to broker programs offered during our April Spring Convention.  We are 
addressing property management education through sessions offered at the Spring Conven-
tion as well as through our popular Property Management Boot Camp.  A new redesigned 
website was launched earlier this year elevating the functionality and aligning the content 
navigation with our value statements.

Keeping up with
Technology

Earlier this year, I appointed 
a Technology Presidential 
Advisory Group (PAG) to 
review AAR’s technology 
products and services.  After 
conducting a membership-
wide survey and reviewing 
recent work by Association 
workgroups, the PAG made 
some far-reaching recom-
mendations to our Business 
Services and Technology 
Committee.  As a result, the 
Committee has suspended 
development on AAR’s 
ARBI dashboard project, be-
cause a competitive market-
place has emerged that can 
bring members the concept 
faster with less expense.   
The ARBI development is 
being utilized in a number 
of projects including web 
sites, mobile apps, and 
database reports.  The Com-
mittee is also taking a fresh 
look at expanded licensing 
of forms and evaluating 
other member technology 
benefits.

Arizona REALTORS® Anticipate Good News on 
HOA Legislation



COLORADO
The Centennial State

Origin of state name
From the Spanish, 
“ruddy” or “red”

President:  Keith Kanemoto, Longmont

Colorado REALTORS® 
continue to enjoy a progres-
sive real estate market and 
economy as we end the first 
quarter of 2013.  Our first 
quarter home sales (18,343) 
and prices ($225,000) con-
tinue to trend upward and 
are gaining momentum. 

However, some members 
are already starting to ask 
the question “how long will 
this rebound last?”  For 
REALTOR ® Associations 
this question should not 
be taken lightly as most of 
us saw our membership 
numbers drop dramatically 
when the economy and real 
estate industry went spiral-
ing down.  

Members are no longer ok 
with just belonging to an 
Association.  They want an 
effective Association - an 
association that is going to 
help them be more success-
ful in their business as a 
real estate broker today and 
tomorrow.  

CAR (Colorado Association 
of REALTORS®) is work-
ing hard to answer our 
members’ demands.  We are 
making our operations more 
fluid by restructuring some 
of our committees, moving 
toward some form of policy 
governance and review-
ing our Board of Directors 
structure to make it more 
effective and efficient.  

Our core value proposition 
approved by our Board of 
Directors last month in-
cludes research and industry 
information, legal informa-
tion and political advocacy.

Unfortunately, politi-
cal advocacy is our most 
overlooked member benefit! 
I know non-members reap 
this benefit as well, but just 
imagine if our association 
was not an effective advo-
cate for private property 
rights or for REALTORS® to 
be able to conduct busi-
ness in a fair and equitable 

manner. How many more 
barriers would be in the way 
of homeownership?  How 
many of us would still be in 
the business? 

Below are a few political hot 
topics CAR has reviewed 
and monitored this year so 
we don’t have to imagine 
“what if ”:

•  Oil and Gas - this bill 
requires real estate listing 
contracts, contracts of sale, 
or sellers’ property disclo-
sures for residential proper-
ties to disclose information 
about mineral rights.

•  Water District Transpar-
ency - bill requiring that a 
special district that provides 
domestic water or sewer 
service conduct a public 
meeting prior to fixing or 
increasing fees, rates, tolls, 
penalties, or charges.  

•  Changes to the Board of 
Assessment Appeals - CAR 

is working to make sure 
that detailed decisions are 
maintained on property tax 
appeal cases that reach the 
State Board of Assessment 
Appeals. We are happy to 
report that our amendment 
to retain such decisions was 
adopted.

Other accomplishments by 
our Association the first 
quarter of this year include:

•  Our new state website is 
almost ready to launch!  It 
promises to be more user-
friendly and full of useful 
information for both mem-
bers and consumers.

We are proud of what we 
have accomplished thus far 
and as the waves continue to 
roll in, CAR will be looking 
for more opportunities to 
make our members more 
successful in bad or good 
times!

Aloha!

Waves of Opportunity Get Larger in Colorado



Nevada
The Silver State

Origin of state name
From the Spanish, 

“snowcapped”

President:  Patty Kelley, Las Vegas

It’s great to see so many members from the Rocky Mountain Region at these Mid Year 
Legislative meetings in Washington, D.C.   First and foremost, I have to thank Region 
XI RVP Pat Pipkin and the staff in New Mexico for a wonderful  Conference in Santa 
Fe, and for hosting the Regional events here in Washington this week.

Nevada is on the comeback trail.  Our membership is stabilizing, our property values 
are increasing, and our attitudes have improved dramatically since the height of the 
housing crisis.   Now, if we could only find some inventory to sell, things would be 
perfect! 
  
Our legislature is still in session as we meet here.  There are many bills which will im-
pact our members, but we have fortunately staved off any attempt to enact a sales tax on 
services (commissions) once again.   This is a major success for our members.

We are working to correct AB284, which slowed down the foreclosure process in our 
state, and we have been hard at work giving input to another bill which could have 
some unintended consequences in the form of a Home Owner’s Bill of Rights.  It’s very 
difficult for associations to go extremely negative on legislation designed to protect 
consumers, but sometimes these bills overreach  and their impact can be felt months, if 
not years, into the future.

Nearly all of our energies have been extended on the legislative front during the first 
few months of this year, as our lawmakers only meet every other year.  We must be very 
vigilant of all bills, as the cures for mistakes typically take until the next session to oc-
cur.  Our very strong Legislative Management Team reads hundreds of bills, and offers 
our lobbyists input on supporting, opposing, or monitoring each of the bills that impact 
us.   For the most part, we play defense….and we play it very well.

On offense, we are working to free up our members when they coordinate fix-up work 
on their listings and managed properties without the use of a General Contractor.  An 

old Nevada law dictated 
the use of a General when 
more than $1,000 in repairs 
and more than two trades 
were used to do the work.   
Since building activity was 
down these past few years, 
the Contractor Board had 
started going after REAL-
TORS® who were just doing 
their job in ordering work 
for their clients.   The new 
bill should give us safe 
cover from potential fines 
and penalties.

I’m looking forward to 
much legislative success, 
and should be able to re-
port that to all of you at our 
next gathering.  Until then, 
here’s wishing everyone 
a tremendous 2013 and I 
hope to see you all soon.

Nevada Real Estate is on the Comeback Trail!



New Mexico
The Land of Enchantment

Origin of state name
From Mexico, “Place of 

Mexitli,” an
Aztec god or leader

President:  Cathy Colvin, Albuquerque

Our Legislative Committee 
got an early start on estab-
lishing legislative priorities 
for the 2013 New Mexico 
Legislative session and 
thanks to their long hours 
and hard work, RANM 
sponsored four bills 
that  passed both houses and 
were signed into law by our 
governor.

RANM’s January Legislative, 
Leadership, and Business 
meetings were a huge suc-
cess.  Our Housing Matters 
event at the Roundhouse 
showcased the importance 
of housing to New Mexico’s 
economy.  RANM was 
proud to partner with the 
Mortgage Finance Authority, 
the Homebuilders Asso-
ciation, and the Mortgage 
Lenders Association for this 
special event.

RANM was honored to host 
the Rocky Mountain Region 
XI Leadership Conference in 
Santa Fe.  It was great to see 

so many leaders from our 
six-state region and kudos 
to RVP Pat Pipkin, who put 
together a great conference, 
which included a number 
of NAR current and future 
leaders.  Thank you to all in 
our region for attending.

In planning for the future, I 
have created a Technology 
PAG that has met several 
times and is putting together 
an exciting plan for incor-
porating new communica-
tions methods into RANM’s 
strategic plan.

A Director Structure PAG 
has also been created.  This 
group is charged with 
looking at the make- up of 
RANM’s governing body, 
district boundaries, and 
more.

A highlight of our trip to 
D.C. each year is a Capitol 
Hill Breakfast with our New 
Mexico Congressional del-
egation.  We look forward 

to sharing NAR legislative 
priorities with our elected 
officials and their staffs.  We 
always feel empowered to 
meet with our delegation as 
a group to share our issues 
and concerns.

This summer we hit the 
highways of New Mexico 
with “RANM on the Road.”  
RANM leaders will be 
reaching out to deliver a 
member update in Farming-
ton, Taos, Roswell, Albu-
querque, and Las Cruces in 
late May/early June.

The conference Task Force 
is busy at work putting 
together a great program for 
RANM’s Fall Conference, 
September 11-13 at Sandia 
Resort and Casino, Albu-
querque.  Informative new 
speakers and a keynote from 
dynamic and entertaining 
Travis Robertson are sure to 
wow our attendees.

Our membership numbers 
have dropped slightly (3.5%) 
since 2012.  This was not 
an unanticipated drop.  The 
good news however is that 
home sales numbers and 
median prices are showing a 
slow, steady increase.  First 
quarter saw a 8.3% increase 
in the number of homes 
sold compared to 2012 
and the median price is 
$165,750, 3.7% higher than 
that reported for the first 
quarter of 2012.

As you can tell, RANM 
volunteers and staff are busy 
“shaping tomorrow togeth-
er.”  I am looking forward to 
continuing our busy sched-
ule and making RANM a 
premier association, offering 
the programs, products, and 
services our members want 
and need.

Shaping Tomorrow Together



Origin of state name
From the Ute Tribe, 

meaning
“people of the
mountains”

Utah
The Beehive State

President:  Cal Musselman, Sunset

Market Conditions/
Membership

Utah’s housing market con-
tinues to move in favor of 
sellers.  In February, home 
prices rose more than 13 
percent.  The median price 
of homes sold was $190,300, 
up from $168,000 in 2012. 
Over the past 12 months, 
Utah home prices have 
increased about 7 percent.  
Since the bottom, prices 
have gone up about 15 
percent.

The strong gains are due to 
incredibly tight supplies and 
increasing demand.  The 
number of homes for sale 
is at the lowest point since 
mid-2006.  The inventory 
of homes available for sale 
represents a supply of 5.1 
months, a level not seen 
since the housing boom. 

Meanwhile, fewer Utah 
homeowners are falling 
behind on their payments.  

Statewide, non-current 
mortgages were down nearly 
12 percent from February 
2012, according to Lender 
Processing Services.  With 
7.5 percent of mortgages not 
current, Utah had the 14th 
lowest percentage among 
states. 

Short sale activity is also 
down.  In the first quarter, 
the number of homes that 
sold for less than their mort-
gages declined nearly 28 
percent from 2012, accord-
ing to Utah Association of 
REALTORS® data. 

Fewer Utahans are finding 
themselves in distressed 
situations because not as 
many owners are underwa-
ter.  During the last three 
months of 2012, 17 percent 
of Utah homeowners had 
negative equity, according 
to CoreLogic.  That’s down 
roughly four percentage 
points.  Over the past year, 

Positive Market Conditions Equal Growing Membership

more than 19,000 Utahans 
have gone from having no 
equity in their homes to 
having positive equity.

As a result of these posi-
tive market conditions, we 
have had many of our local 
associations report that their 
membership numbers are 
growing.  The UAR cur-
rently has just under 11,000 
REALTOR® members. 

UAR Launches Radon 
Awareness Campaign

With the rise in housing 
market activity, it’s impor-
tant for buyers, along with 
all homeowners, to be aware 
of home safety.  That in-
cludes testing for radon gas. 

Because of the dangers, the 
UAR has launched a radon 
awareness campaign to 
educate homeowners and 
buyers about the existence 
of radon and the need to test 
for it.  This is particularly 

important in Utah where it 
is estimated that 30 percent 
of homes have high levels of 
radon.

The UAR kicked off its 
campaign by encouraging 
legislators and REALTORS® 
to have homeowners test for 
radon.  The campaign also 
includes several educational 
public service ads. 

The UAR has had a busy 
year and is involved in a 
number of other programs 
and initiatives, including 
working on RPAC fundrais-
ing events and our annual 
convention.  I look forward 
to hearing about market 
conditions in other states as 
well as other program suc-
cesses during our meetings 
in Washington, D.C.



Origin of state name
From the Delaware

Indian word meaning 
“mountains and valley

alternating”

Wyoming
The Equality State

President:  Randy Hall, Casper

U.S. Census data released in March ranked Casper as the eighth-fastest growing metro-
politan area in the country, out of 381 cities, from the year prior to July 2012.  Cheyenne 
ranked 20th.  Among 536 small cities, the Census found that Gillette ranked No. 13 and 
Rock Springs No. 14.

Statewide unemployment remains low at 4.9%.  Since July of last year, however, Wyoming 
has seen a noticeable softening in the energy sector due to a shift from drilling to produc-
tion.  However, approximately 23,000 oil and gas wells are in the process of permitting, 
including 4,250 wells in the Moneta Divide about 60 miles west of Casper.  Most of these 
projects are scheduled to come online over the next 3 years.

Real estate activity in new and existing home sales has been robust.  According to NAR 
Research published in March 2013, the real estate industry accounted for $4,971 million 
or 13.4% of the Gross State Product in 2011; a measure of the beneficial impact to other 
industries resulting from real estate sales.  Wyoming MLS reports, through April 2013, the 
median price for residential transactions, year-over-year, has increased by 8% to $172,500 
and the average sales price of $190,392 is 6% higher than last year.

Commercial activity has also been quite active, particularly in the bellwether cities of 
Cheyenne and Casper.  Cheyenne, particularly, has had a plethora of new industries move 
into the area, including the National Center for Atmospheric Research supercomputer 
constructed in partnership with the federal government, Wyoming state government and 
the University of Wyoming.  Additionally, Microsoft is building a cloud storage facility in 
Cheyenne.  Casper has been the beneficiary of large new energy centers for Baker-Hughes, 
Halliburton, National Oilwell, Weatherford, and Hunting Performance.  Casper’s retail sec-
tor has seen the entry into the market of Kohl’s, Marshall’s, Dress Barn, Gap Outlet, Shoe 
Carnival, and Dick’s Sporting Goods.

Finally, as president of the Wyoming Association of REALTORS®, I’ve made it my goal to 
improve association outreach to local leadership.  I will be the first president in several 
years to visit every board by the end of my term.  We initiated monthly conference calls 

with local presidents and 
AE’s, as well as my executive 
team of officers, result group 
chairs, and DVP’s.  I’ve re-
structured the Forms Com-
mittee and we’re making a 
concerted effort to involve 
more young people as men-
tors and mentees through 
our YPN program.

RPAC and REALTOR® Party 
education continues to be a 
major focus; we’ve exceeded 
our NAR-established goal 
for 2013 with $28,097 raised 
so far from 284 members. 

We’ve successfully brought 
our budget under control 
and, through a series of 
dues increases and strategic 
budgeting, we’re working 
toward the end-goal of own-
ing our own building.  

Currently, there are 1,808 
Primary REALTORS®, 78 
Secondary Members and 
166 Affiliates.

Wyoming Continues to be a Bright Spot 
in the Nation’s Recovering Economy



Arizona Association of REALTORS®
K. Michelle Lind. CEO
Arizona Association of REALTORS®
255 East Osborn, Suite 200
Phoenix, AZ 85012
602-248-7787
MichelleLind@aaronline.com 

Sue Flucke, President
Keller Williams Professional Partners
14239 West Bell Road, Suite 101
Surprise, AZ 85374
623-344-8000
Mobile: 623-910-6363
SueFlucke@kw.com 

Colorado Association of REALTORS®
Donald E. Flynn, CPA, CEO/CFO
Colorado Association of REALTORS® 
309 Inverness Way South 
Englewood, CO  80112 
303-790-7099 
DFlynn@ColoradoREALTORS.com 

Keith Kanemoto, President
Prudential Rocky Mountain, REALTORS®
275 South Main Street, Suite 109 
Longmont, CO  80501 
303-772-2222 
Mobile: 303-472-2222 
Keith@Kanemoto.com

Nevada Association of REALTORS®
Rob Wigton, CEO
Nevada Association of REALTORS®
760 Margrave Drive, Suite 200
Reno, NV 89502
775-829-5911
Mobile: 775-721-2698
RobW@NVAR.org

Patty Kelley, President
Kelley & Associates Real Estate
PO BOX 81626
Las Vegas, NV 89180
702-610-5347
Mobile: 702-338-6309
PattyKelleyltg@yahoo.com

2013 Rocky Mountain Region XI Leaders
Region 11 Vice President

Pat Pipkin
Santa Fe Properties

1000 Paseo de Peralta
Santa Fe, NM 87501

505-982-4466
Mobile: 505-660-3757

patpipkin@comcast.net

Region 11 Vice President-Elect
Karen Valentine-Pond
Valentine Real Estate

418 E University
Laramie, WY 82070

307-742-3255
Mobile: 307-760-2687

klvpond@aol.com

Region 11 Immediate Past VP
Michael Labout

ERA Shields Real Estate
5475 Tech Center Drive, Suite #300

Colorado Springs, CO 80919
719-535-7354

Mobile: 719-338-4766
Michael@Labout.com

Region 11 RPAC Trustees
Amy Dorsey, Fundraising Committee

Slifer, Smith & Frampton / Hyatt
P.O. Drawer 2820

Beaver Creek, CO 81620
970-845-9400

Mobile: 970-471-2374
ADorsey@Slifer.net

Wes Graham, Federal Disbursement Com.
Re/Max First Place, REALTORS®, Inc.

817 East Llano Estacado Blvd.
Clovis, NM 88101

575-935-9903
Mobile: 575-693-3247

WesGraham@remax.net

Bob Snowden, Fundraising Committee
Coldwell Banker Smith Brokerage

75 N Main St
Buffalo, WY 82834

307-687-5563
Mobile: 307-620-1097
bsnowden@vcn.com

REALTORS® Assn. of New Mexico
M. Steven Anaya, CEO
REALTORS® Association of New Mexico
2201 Brothers Road
Santa Fe, NM 87505
505-982-2442
Mobile:  505-690-2729
MStevenAnaya@NMREALTOR.com

Cathy Colvin, President
Vista Encantada REALTORS®, LLC
10415 Lagrima de Oro Road, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
505-884-0020
Mobile: 505-264-1919
CathyColvin@comcast.net

Utah Association of REALTORS®
Chris Kyler, CEO
Utah Association of REALTORS®
230 West Towne Ridge Parkway, Ste 500
Sandy, UT 84070
800-594-8933
chris@utahrealtors.com

Cal Musselman, President
Golden Spike Realty
2609 N Main St.
Sunset, UT 84015
801-773-1777
craymusselman@gmail.com

Wyoming Association of REALTORS®
Guyla Greenly, CEO
Wyoming Association of REALTORS®
951 Werner Court, Suite 300
Casper, WY 82601
307-237-4085
Mobile: 307-333-3678
GGreenly@WyoREALTORS.com

Randall (Randy) Hall, President
Broker One Real Estate, Inc.
550 North Poplar
Casper, WY 82601
307-234-2385
Mobile: 307-259-4785
RSHall@ccim.net


